FEBRUARY 1988

AT THE TAIL OF THE RABBIT YEAR, mid
February, 1988.... This issue is being put
together by The Copy Exhange and The Eastern
Iowa Peace Alliance.....most of you know that!
We're an informal group and we can be proud
that we have persevered at the corner of hiway
30 and a gravel road near milepost 277 for
almost two years now. Of course, the tower is
still there too, and so is the arms race.
Please let us know how you think our small
group should be doing our small part to end
it. Programs continue as we warm up at Doc &
Jo's after the vigil. What kind of programs
do you want? Ruth has offerred to talk about
Korea; we have én as -yet-to-be-scheduled
rescheduling of Billie Marchik (of AFSC)'s
talk about the Persian Gulf still in the
air,., do you want an indoor program in April
as well as a celebration of two years of
vigils or should we just go fly a kite? Please
share your thoughts after the vigil, or mail
them to us. At this moment the we putting out
this issue is Franklin and Steve and Rebecca,
John Tinker is in Nicaragua.... his presence
there was confirmed by a phone call to the
Friends House in Managua., We wish him well..
though of course his absence means we are two
hands short for folding and stapling and
sticking address labels., What can you do to
help? Send money! Post posters! ( Let us know
if you want us to send you bundles...
especially if you live in the Mechanicsville
area.) Invite your friends to the vigil! Tell
the media to come! Many thanks if you are
already doing some of the above.

CALENDAR of peace and justice events from
vigil to vigil

THIS WEEK is Mardi Gras, the beginning of the
Chinese Year of the Dragon, and the beginning
of Adar, the Jewish month that is
characterised by a spirit of merriment... some
common themes in this season of more than
halfway through winter.

HAPPY NEW YEAR!!!

FRIDAY FEB. 19, Iowa City: Rice and beans
dinner and benefit dance at 10 South Gilber
St., to raise money for the Association of
Salvadoran Students and Radio Venceremos.
This is part of a nationwide WEEK IN
SOLIDARITY WITH THE PEOPLE OF EL SALVADOR,

Copy Exchange

Year of the Dragon

FRIDAY FEB 19, Mt. Vernon: FUNDRAISER FOR
TOOLS FOR NICARAGUA Live band, THE
PEDESTRIANS, at Alumni Gym on Old Mt. Vernon
Road across the street from Cornell College.
$2 donation;door prizes. Questions? Leave a
message for David Tyroler at 895-8821 ; he
will return your call.

SATURDAY FEB. 20 NOON VIGIL AT THE TOWER, &
1:30 VIDEO PROGRAM. SEE POSTER & OTHER PAGES
IN THIS ISSUE FOR DETAILS. SUNDAY FEB. 21,
Iowa City: PESTICIDES AND MIGRANT WORKERS:
slide show documentary at the International
Center Lounge (old law bldg)

SUNDAY FEB, 21, Iowa City: THE BOAT IS FULL, a
film about Switzerland closing its borders to
refugees during WW2. This is the 2nd film in a
6 part Jewish Film Series. Hillel Foundation,
cor., Market and Dubuque Streets, Free and open
to the public. Informal discussion following:
SANCTUARY: THEN & NOW, Refreshments too!
MONDAY FEB. 22, Iowa City: repeat showing of
THE BOAT IS FULL, on the U of I campus in Van
Allen 2,

TUESDAY FEB. 23, Iowa City: CND meeting, 113
Shaef fer Hall, 6 pm, Contact: (319)335-3248,
FRIDAY FEB. 26, Iowa City: Iowa Southern
Africa Advocacy Coalition meets with Rep. Dave
Nagle to discuss sanctions legislation, Old
Brick, 3:00-3:30 pm, Contact: Brian Brandt
(319)337-2293.

SATURDAY FEB. 27, Des Moines: "Discipleship
and Vocation in these Nuclear Times," with Liz
McAlister, Central Presbyterian, 3829 Grand,
7:30 pm, Contact: Wendy Bobbitt (515)243-0765,
MONDAY FEB.29 LEAP YEAR DAY

FRIDAY MARCH 4-SATURDAY MAR 5, Des Moines:
conference for rural women, contact
Prariefire.

SUNDAY MARCH 7 Iowa City: THE FREE VOICE OF
LABOR: THE JEWISH ANARCHISTS and GEFILTE FISH.
3rd program in Jewish Film Series. Free at
Hillel House. International Women's Day
celebration after the film,

MONDAY MARCH 8TH IS INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S DAY
MONDAY MAR. 8, Iowa City: repeat of Sunday
movie, on U of I campus in Van Allen room 2.

FRIDAY MARCH llth, Iowa City: Dan Levitas of
Prariefire gives an update on antisemitism and
other activities of the extreme right, after
services at Hillel House. Sabbath services
are at 7:30; the programs starts at about
8:15. Anyone can come but please enter
quietly,

MONDAY MARCH 15th, Iowa City: BARBARA
EHRENREICH speaks at the U of I, sponsored by
the lecture committee.,

SATURDAY MARCH 20TH NOON VIGIL; 1:30 PROGRAM:
VIGILLING FOR PEACE WHILE PAYING FOR WAR: HOW
CAN OUR TAX DOLLARS WORK FOR US?? Bring your
questions, thoughts, and stories,

PLEASE SEND US INFORMATION ABOUT WHAT IS GOING
ON IN YOUR COMMUNITY!! This calendar is up to
you. Please send March announcements to the
Peace Alliance, P.0. Box 2906, Iowa City,Ilowa
52244 by MARCH 8th. Thanks !



DID YOU KNOW that most Nicaragua people don't
like the idea of giving amnesty to the contra
because most of them have family and friends
who were killed by that brutal force our tax
(& illegally obtained) dollars support??
Subscribe to NICARAGUA THROUGH OUR EYES,

the bulletin of the Committee of U.S. Citizens
Living in Nicaragua. Write them c/o their
Distribution Committee, P.O. Box 4403-159,
Austin, Texas 78765. $10/year helps you keep
informed.

Also worthwhile: THE NUCLEAR RESISTER, P,O,
BOX 43383, TUSCON, AZ 85733 $15/ year
.regular;$10 low income buys you information
about jailed and .imprisoned anti nulcear
activists,

A NEW NEWSLETTER WILL BE COMING OUT OF OMAHA.
Tom Cordaro has asked for our mailing list in
order to send free trial subscriptions to many
people. We assume you won't mind getting a
sample issue but if you do mind let us know
as soon as possible.

Faith & Resistance

a newsletter serving the
faith-based resistance community

with articles about:
spirituality - community - relationships
strategies & tactics of civil disobedience
doing jail time - and other important issues

for a free trial subscription write to:

Faith & Resistance
Center for Nonviolent Studies
3014 Seward Street

" Omaha, Nebraska 68111

A FEW WEEKS AGO WILLIAM SLOAN COFFIN, the
new president of SANE/FREEZE, a recent
merger of two disarmament organizations, spoke
in Iowa City at a luncheon sponsored by the
Iowa City Foreign relations council. His talk
was preceeded by dn informal morning meeting
to which area peace activists were invited.
Some Peace Alliance people from Iowa City and
representatives from Dubuque WAND, old
comrades in newsletters and occaisionally by
phone, finally got to meet face to face,
Burlington Citizens for Peace was well
represented. SANE/FREEZE's field organizer
accompanied Mr, Coffin. Their intent: to
build the SANE/FREEZE's network and to expand
SANE/FREEZE membership... and, in so doing, to
offer support to local activist groups like
us. They want our mailing list ( yes, this is
the second time in this Copy Exchange that you
are hearing about someone who wants our
mailing list)., If its okay with you we will
offer it and you will get a 1988 introductory
membership in SANE/FREEZE. What do you think?
If you object either to the Peace Alliance
affiliating with SANE/FREEZE or to your name
being on the shared mailing list please let us
know AS SOON AS POSSIBLE, We will interpret
silence as an indication of consent. ( Hey,
where have you heard that line before???y We
WILL wait long enough for you to reply before
we name any names,

We have printed information we received from
SANE/FREEZE in previous issues., We'll be
telling you more about the organization in
upcoming issues. Potential affiliation with
SANE/FREEZE does not preclude our affiliating
with other nationwide organizations and
networks..., more on that later too.

Sometimes we wonder how many organizations our
alliance already represents, Surely there are
already some SANE/FREEZE members out there...
and some WILPF,,., and some FOR.... sny WRL?
Please RSVP to our query about this alphabet
soup. A rundown of who is & contact for what,
end what that what is all about, could be a
good component of an upcoming issue.
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ANNOUNCEMENT !

Two years ago in March some folks from the
Quad Cities came to the tower with banners and
signs... the first vigil, The rest of us
joined them the 3rd Saturday in April and the
rest is history. Articles next issue will
recap/review or share anew some of that
history. Meanwhile, some of those Quad Cities
Catholic Workers moved to Maloy (population
very small) and started a community.. which
has just grown by one. LUKE PEIFER RUNYON was
born to Mary and Jim on January 5th, Welcome
to the world!
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& A WORD FROM THE NEW YORK TIMES,
_FEBRUARY 7th, 1988 : Page 11

| Policeman Gets Reprimand
For Giving Shelter in Snow

ATLANTA, Feb. 6 (AP) — The
General Services Administration has
reprimanded a Federal policeman who
gave refuge in a snowstorm to a home-
less man who has been living on the
steps of the Federal courthouse here
for much of the last eight years.

The agency reprimanded the officer,
Willie Gregory Jr., for ‘meglect of
duty” after he allowed the man, Abra-
ham Gilbert, to enter a closed police of-
fice early Jan. 8, after 4.2 inches of
snow and sleet fell in Atlanta.

STILL FOR SALE:

»

FARMS NOT ARMS t shirts and buttons with the North

American Farm Alliance logo. Buy one after the
vigil or call Peace Alliance

AND BRAND NEW:

FARMS NOT ARMS buttons and bumperstickers with
farm scene... made by Donnelly-Colt



To buy your own

copy you can contact Gloria Williams, Studio One, in Iowa City at 354-6756.

of the paper and see the videe after the next vigil. Please contact the Peace
Alliance if you want to borrow our copy of the videotape.

VIDEO REVIEW ON PAGE 10 OF THE BRAND NEW ISSUE OF NORTHERN SUN ! Get a copy

Video of Harlan, Iowa protest highlights plight of small farms

ArtS

Ending the Silence - Civil
Disobedlence in the Farm Crisis,
video produced by Gloria Williams and
Studio One,.

Reviewed by Barry Kesler

The crisis facing family farming in
the United States has been with us for a
long time. No solutions to the tragedy are
near at hand. However, the silence sur-
rounding the system of destruction and
oppression of rural America has ended
with the Gloria Williams and Studio One
video production of Ending the Silence -
Civil Disobedience in the Farm Crisis.

This 30-minute VHS documentary.-

chronicles and reflects on the demonstra-
tion held in Harlan, Iowa on February 23,
1987. Nineteen people were arrested that
day in a nonviolent act of civil disobedl-
ence as they sought to stop the sheriff’s
foreclosure sale of the Dominic and Ida
Lickteig farm.

The program, narrated by protest or-
ganizer Father Frank Cordaro, introduces
us to several of those arrested, and others
who were involved in “ending the silence.”

Dolores Klein, a fifty-year-old farm wife,

spent two days in jail for her act, and for
refusing o pay her fine. She explains that
the county didn't need her money- the far-
mers did that very day, to buy groceries

for their kids. We meet award-winning far-

mers Bob and Teresa Sullivan, who were
arrested at the protest. The film shows the
Federal Deposit Insurance Commission
(FDIC) hauling away the Sullivan's
machinery to resolve “bad debts." The
pressure to liquidate, foreclosure sales,

farm auctions and the driving forces be- *

hind these acts are painful and bewilder-
ing to families who have worked so hard
over many generations on land that is
truly a part of the family. .

Fr. Cordaro points out that in the

first five years of the Reagan administra-
‘tion 76 Shelby County farms were sold at
sheriff’s sales. In the five years prior to
1980; there were only 12 such sales, In
1986, 30,000 people left the state of lowa.
Fr. Cordaro believes his duty is to encour-
age people to make a stand, to help make
visible the destuction of life in rural
America. “Too often,” he says, “these
people believe the myth that they were
bad managers, and then they victimize
themselves and then are forced to leave
the farm, broken, in silence and beyond

the sight of anyone.” .

Alice Weiland, youngest daughter of

the Lickteigs, makes a strong emotional
plea on the courthouse steps. She con-

trasts the old days of “shoot-in-the-back '

claim jumpers and land grabbers” with
today's power elite which orchestrates
legal, political and economic conditions
so as to force a “slow kill” of family
farmers.

Merle Hanson, president of the
North American Farm Alliance and a

speaker at the rally, believes there is “a de-
liberate policy designed to take family-
type farms out of the economic picture.”
He quotes several former government offi-
cials, including former US. Secretary of
Agriculture Earl Butz, and David

. Stockman, who said, “We're producing too

much food, so we have too many farmers.”

- Hanson may be correct in charging that

a covert policy exists to effectively end
family farm operations in this country. A
1979 study by independent researcher
Mark Ritchie found that the Committee
for Economic Development (CED) de-
cided in 1962 that there were “too many"
farmers in the US. to maximize GNP po-
tentials. A high-level think-tank, the CED
dictated government policy.

Consider the incongruity of prog-
rams designed and promoted to “assist”
family farmers. During the 1970s, govern-
ments policies dictated that financial
institutions encourage expansion through
loans and subsidies. In the later 70s, set-

. aside programs similar to the PIK pro-

gram of recent years paid farmers not to
produce. In the 1980s, farmers are called
in to the bank and advised ‘o liquidate in

. order to reduce their debt on the loans

they had been advised to take.

And a recent report indicates that
the Minnesota Supreme Court will deter-
mine whether state law takes precedence
over federal law where farm loan interest
rates are concerned. At stake are millions
of dollars in Interest rates, and, not least,
the economic livelihood of much of rural
America.

The farm crisis presents many
tough questions. Indeed, many farmers
have been poor managers. Yet there are
also bankers, economists and policy-mak-

* ers who have not always achleved desired

goals. Chuck Ryan, Director of Rural Life
of the Diocese of Des Moines, points out
that the question is, “what kind of society
do we want?” If the present crisis is an in-
evitable side-effect of social evolution,
then society- and family farmers- will
have to adjust. However, if Hanson is cor-
rect in his assertion that a policy exists to
alter thousands of rural lives and deter-
mine how we “pursue happiness,” then we
have what Ryan rightly calls a totalitarian
system,

This film is concise and well done.

‘Original music by Jeffrey Morgan of lowa

City underscores the themes, and em-
phasizes the determination of the family
farmer. The tape can be obtained by send-
ing $10.00 to the Diocesan Rural Life
Office, PO. Box 1816, Des Moines, IA
50306, or by calling Chuck Ryan, Rural
Life Director, Diocese of Des Moines at
(616)243-7653.

Barry Kesler is
Minneapolis.

a writer living in



Guest opinion

Protest at farm sale .
raises justice issue

by the Rev, Frank Cordaro

Judging from the many strong reactions from the
protest on the steps of the courthouse in Harlan, Ia. on
February 23, it is clear that a spirit of denial still
prevails in our rural communities. People are just not
willing to accept the structural nature of the rural
crisis, It is easier lo blame the crisis on a few in:
dividual farmers than lo address the systematic and
structural problems within the agricuftural system,
Thalt there is a problem in agriculture is uncontestable,
That the current agricultural debl is massive and un-
ustly distributed is equally uncontestable. In their

eptember 1984 pastoral on agriculture the Iowa
Catholic bishops stated it clearly, "'Over half of lowa's
farmers admil they are under financial pressure while
four percent (4,600 farm households) are in danger of
imminent bankruglcy. Dangerously high indebtedness
threatens the stability and security of almost 40 per-
cent of lowa's farmers. This 40 percent is burdened
with 90 percent of all farm debt in the state....Four out
of five farmers expect the situation to gel worse or not
improve during the next 15 years." Government
budget-breaking farm programs and a bountiful
harvest the lasl two years have slowed down the li-
quidation process while the structural flaws remain
and continue to take their toll on the family farmer.
Thirty thousand people left the state of lowa last year
because of lack of opportunities, an invisible exodus.

Our protest at the Dominic and Ida Fay Lickteig
Sherilf Sale was an attempt lo raise the larger justice
issues facing the family farnfer, By standing with the
Lickleigs we hoped to make visible the invisible slow
kill of the family farm, to make heard the silent exodus
from rural lowa,

That the sale was legal is all the more reason to pro-
test, The legality of such sales is part of the problem,
Today the legal system which is supposed to protect
our people is now being used as the liquidation agent of
the system that is destroying our way of life, Why do
civil disobedience? When the legal system acts as an
agent of an unjust economic system that attempts to
relrieve an unretrievable debt at the expense of the
family farmer, then nonviolent civil disobedience
becomes the strongest statement an individual citizen
can make. It is not only our right but also an obligation
as Ameridans lo practlice such dissent.

The spirit of denial can be found in (wo most often
heard responses to the protesl. First, the rural people
wno are not personally suttering trom the crisis tend to
see the losers as poor managers or as greedy. “'They
brought it on themselves," is often lﬁelr response.
Waorse yel, anyone who puinc&y puts up a fight comes
under extra condemnation and suffers the worst kind
of charactor assassination by their neighbors, For
each failed farm there are 101 good reasons for the
failure. There are no innocent victims. Everyone
makes mistakes: bankrupt farmers are no different,
Yel, to see the crisis as solely an individual farmer's
problem is to deny the structural flaws in the
agricultural system. It is always easier to blame the
other guy than to address the collective responsibility
we all share.

The second type of response comes from the rural
people who are suffering directly from the economic
crisis--the 40 percent that is carrying 90 percent of the
debl. These folks sense that there is a larger problem,
but rema lent because of fear for their own sur-

DENISON BULLETIN

'vival. Often when I asked a farmer to attend the rally

in Harlan they could not for fear of being branded as a
trouble-maker, They would say to me, *‘Father, | know
what you are doing is right, but if my creditor saw me
on TV, I might not get the loan I need.' Those who go
public and make visible the invisible, risk not only the
wrath of their neighbors, but also a stigma of being a
trouble-maker in the eyes of their creditors and
landlord. '

As the lIowa bishops stated in their 1984 statement,
“Present trends must be reversed if lowa's traditional
rural economy is to survive....But what is needed
beyond changes in the law is a conversion of minds and
hearts to justice and to concern for human dignity and
human rights." And as Bishop Maurice Dingman has
said more forcefully and so often in the past, "It is sin-
ful to let all thesé family farms go down the drain!" If
our demonstration in Harlan accomplished anything, it
did start to expose the destructive attitudes of denial
that are so ingrained in our rural people. Exposure to
the truth no matter how painful may be the first step in
the conversion lo which the Towa Catholic bishops are
calling us.

1 Tho Demisen (1owa) BULLETIN, Tvesssy. Fon. 14, 1987
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Shelby County sheriil Gene Cavenaugh and the Rev.
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A NON-VIOLENT ANSWER

t the last Priest Regional

Meeting | was asked to write

up brief descriptions and ex-

planations of some key con-
cepes that might help explain why some of us
prieses are ready to use direcc non-violent
means of incervention to help keep family
facmers on their land. These are some reflec-
tions meant to help start discussion and
focus our concerns.

CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE

One of the best kept secrets in American
History is the key role thac civil disobedi-
ence has played in making us who we are
todsy. Few Americans stop to think of our
founding parents as law breakers, yet that is
what they were, The Boston Tea Party was
anything but a party, One of the best known
and well thought out proponents of civil
disobedience in American Hiscory was Hen-
1y David Thoresu. He spent 2 night in jail
for refusing to pay a war tax in protesc of the
Mexican American War, His essay "On Civil
Disobedience” is considered a classic.

A person who practices civil disobedience
chooses to break a law that is eicher unjust in
itself, or is a just law being used to foster an
unjusc sicuation. The law is broken in a civil
mannet. The law breakers make no atcemps
to avoid being prosecuted and are willing to
accepe che consequences for theiractions. Far
from being disrespectful of the law, people
who have practiced civil disobedience show
the highest respect for the law, They are
appealing to the 'spirit’ of che law to see che
rightness of their cause. They ace asking
society and che law to evolve to embrace the
truch they seek. Civil disobedience has
played an importanc role in such .issues as
slavery, women, labor and civil rights. Civil
disobedience has also played an important
role in past struggles to preserve che family
farm. ’

The use of civil disobedience is reserved
for serious matcers afeer all ocher channels
have been tried and have failed.

DIVINE OBEDIENCE

Divin€ obedience is a religious councer-
part to civil disobedience. Of course we are
to be obedient co God at all times. However,
this phrase was coined by people who have
broken civil laws because of a higher law of
God. Religiously motivated law breakers
can be found throughout the whole history
of Chriscianity. Christian law breakers go
back all the way co scriprural times. Tradi-
tion has it that every writer in the New
Tescament, excepe for John, died a marcyr’s
death a¢ the hands of the state and therefore
were law breakers. More important was
Jesus' relationship to che laws of his cime. 1n
his curing and feeding of people, Jesus
demonstrated his disregard for many hu-
-man-made laws. Jesus repeatedly put in
pracrice the principle of persons over law.

BY REV. FRANK CORDARO

The strongest stacement of Jesus’ disregard
for law was the Resurrection. The Resurrec-
tion, the act chat changed cthe direction of
history forever, was an act of civil disobedi-
ence. When Rome condemns a person to
deach — especially an enemy of che state —
that person is to remain dead. The Resur-
rected Christ was a law breaker and the law
has been after Him ever since. Maybe that's
why we Christians throughout che ages have
never really been at home with any political
power. Dorothy Day said it best, “When you
render unto Ged the things that are God's, ’
chere is darn liccle lefe for Cacsar.”

LOVE BASED/FAITH
CENTERED NON-VIOLENT
DIRECT ACTION

. Non-violent direct action is the use of
power to change & given situation without
the use of violence. History is filled with
examples of people using non-violent tacrics
to force social change. Scrikes, boycotes and
different forms of non-cooperation are exam-
ples of non-violent tactics used to bring
about change.

Non-violence can be viewed in two differ-
ent ways: As a tactic for social change oras a
way of life. The besc known proponents of
non-violence in this century are Mohandas
K. Gandhi and Marcin Lucher King. Both of
these men used non-violence as a tactic for
social change and embraced non-violence as
a way of life. Love based, faith centered non-
violent direct action combines the two
understandings of noa-violence.

At the heart of love based, faith centered
non-violence is the belief in the sacredness of
all life. When confronting an injustice, even
an injustice that descroys human life, chis
form of non-violent struggle will not re-
spond in kind. Ifall life is sacred there can be
no division becween rich and poor, worker
and ownes, farmer and banker, protester and
police. When put in action, this type of non-

'violence refuses to accept a we-them splic. To

the advocates of love based, faith centered,
non-violence true changes come from the
heart; it is & matter of conversion.

The risk and consequences of their actions
fall back on them and not the people caught
up in the processes and structures protecting
the given unjust situation, For example: Ina
non-violent witness that involves & confron-
tation wich the law, the non-violent advocate
would not see an arresting police officer as an
enemy. Often cthe individual police officer is
only fulfilling the duties of the job and may
even be sympathetic with the cause, The
non-violent advocate would not want to pose
a threat to the police officer personally and

. would act accordingly. The confrontacion is

wich the unjust sicuation and structures, not
persons caught up in the process.

RIGHTS/PROPERTY/
PERSONS

The grﬂl,mt design flaw in our economic,
political and social institutions is the way
the rights of property are insured over the
rights of people. My experience with the
Cacholic Worker has been an education in
this regard, In countless and systematic
ways, our nation's economic, political and
social structuces favor the rights of propercy
over the rights of people — especially the
poor. We are in a society in which the rich
and the poor are increasingly experiencing
two types of justice, two rypes of ‘medical
care, two types of education and two types of
opportunities, lt is alarming to note that
during this "pro-life" administracion, one
out of every two Black and Hispanic children
born in chis country have been born into
poverty. An increasing percentage of poverty
families are headed by women. The very
abuses upon which the prophets chastised
Israel ure being repeated today in America.

The current rural ceisis is a good example
of how the system protects the rights of
property over the righes of people. Most
farm families in trouble today are there
because of high debts, decreasing farm land
and equipment values and low market
prices. Many of these farmers are good and
efficient food producers. They are often the
best stewards of the land they farm. Yer, in
an economic crisis in which everyone has
played 8 parc — the goverament, agri-
business, lending institutions and the farm-
ers themselves — it's the individual family
farmers who stand to lose. They sre being
kicked off cheir land by economic and politi-
cal forces more concerned with recovering an
unrecoverable debe than helping co keep our
family farming syscem afloat.

The Church teaches that the rights of
property are conditional. Property righes are
valid only to the extent thac chey serve the
common good. It is not in the interest of the
common good to lec the family farming
system go down the drain in an efforc to
preserve a credic system chat is unjust, This
must be scopped!

In the weeks and months ahead it may be
necessary to practice civil disobedience in
the rural scruggle. As @ people of faich, we
may well respond with Divine Obedience in
our efforts to save the family farm. When the
rights of property are held above the rights of
people, some of us may use love based, faith
centered non-violent direct means of incer-
vention to keep our friends and neighbors on
their land. The above descriptions and ex-
planations are not meant to be the last word
but a starter in helping our people come to
underscand what's at scake in che rural strug-
gle and why we feel called ro act. a

Catholic Rural Life
November 1985




C&rTYing a Big Stick eee

Blazing Trails '88

The first big excrcise announced for
1988 in Honduras is called Blazing Trails
'88, the continuation of a road building
project in north central Honduras that has
been going on since 1983, The project is
officially called a humanitarian ¢ffort to
build a farm-to-market road that will
primarily help the Hondurans who live in
the mountainous part of the country.
Towa reserve units participaling in this
campaign were met by a demonstration in
Dubuque of over 300 people protesting
U.S. military plans,

However, a 1984 General Accounting
Office (GAO) report charged the military
with illegal use of funds in the road
building project and other excrcises in
Honduras. The GAO report documents
that the Department of Defense
misrcpresented the role of these excreises
which arc, and continue to be, part of a
larger counterinsurgency strategy in the
region.

Congressional criticism

In November 1987, Rep. Barbara
Boxer (D-CA) made public a U.S, Audit
Agency Report on Blazing Trails'86, The
Army auditors found problems in the
following areas:
¢ Exercises' costs improperly managed,
hiding the true cost of the exercises;

« Aviation mission requests not properly
documented; )

s Clothing and other supplies not

properly accounted for;

» Inadequate control over ammunition and
weapons;

« Training not performed.

According to Boxer, the report on this
botched excrcise raises at least three
concemns: 1) at the very least, the Army
appears to be guilty of gross
mismanagement; 2) the Pentagon was
less concerned with training than with
projecting a military presence in the
region; 3) the Pentagon's intemnal controls
were purposely lax in order to provide
unauthorized funding or aid to the host
countries and to aid the contra cause by
leaving behind ammunition, clothing,
fuel, and food.

Proxy Army Support

Blazing Trails '88 will run from
Novembeér 1987 through June 1988 and
involve 1125 active military personnel

and 7600 National Guard and Regular
Reservists from Pennsylvania, West
Virginia, Maryland, New York, New
Jersey, New Hampshire, Virginia, Rhode
Island, Puerto Rico, Washington, D.C.,
and the Virgin Islands. There will also be
ancillary exercises connected with the road
building project that will involve medical
and civilian action units, National Guard
units from Iowa City participated in a
similar campaign in 1986,

Join us at Doc & Jo's after the vigill The
second video in our double feature documents a 1983
demonstration at the SAC base near Omaha. Like
ENDING THE SILENCE, you can borow FREEDOM'S PRICE
by contacting the Peace Alliance at 319-337-5187.
And you can buy your own copy from Studio One.

The Strateglc Alr Command (S.A.C.)
Headguarters s located at the Offut
Alr Force Base just outside of Omaha
Nebraska. It Is the administrative
center for all three of the United
States' nuclear triad (alr, sea and
land). S.A.C. Headquarters has the
administrative responsibility for
programing the missile target system
for each of the triad legs and Is, In
charge of our bombers and our land
based missles. Not only does the
existence of this facility create an
atmosphere of fear*around the world,
but It also draws Soviet targeted
nuclear weapons Into the heartland
of our country. With S.A.C. In our
‘midst we al) become mllltary targets
of the Soviet Unlon.

This article was reprinted from the
CISPES Alert. It was written by Peggy

Moore, a St. Louis member the Pledge of
Resistance. Peggy has spoken and visited
Iowa City on several occasions.



RECLAIM THE TEST SITE
March 11-20, 1988

American Peace Test nonviolent occupation
and blockade at the Nevada Test Site

Join thousonds of people 1o take back this beoutiful wild land teeming with life, this holy lond of the
Shoshone, and liberate It. We will stand in the path of the lorces that drive lesting onward. We will challenge
ounelves 3 people of conscience, fo demonsirate the best that Is in us. We wlil reveal the height of the
morgl torce we bring 10 bear to end festing.

GET INVOIVED NOWI

Form on Affinity Group in your area. We can ofter nonviolence training ond Information about terrain,
climate, equipment needs logistics etc

Start fundraising now to send your group o Nevada We can offer help with suggestions
Get involved In planning the action. The APT will be forming committees 10 make decisions about ond organize

parts of ihe action: nonviclence troining health core units equipmeni, cutreach legal supporl logistics block-

ade occupation, ¥12 rally. et We all newed lo work logeihet, e need the brllionce of everyone’ hinking

PLEASE KEEP ME INFORMED ABOUT RECLAIM THE TEST SITEH

Ciy. Wi, 4

HOME PHONE : WORK PHONE.

Malite:  APTCLEARINGHOUSE + 333 State Street
Solem OR 97301 -+ (803) 371-8002
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HAND
2119 Pine Street

Boulder
c ". Colorado 80302. Q

Simply make a print of your hand on sturd cloth
(canvas is ideal), using permanent paintorink. Or outline
your hand with permanent marker. Get creative. Use
your imagination. Then write your name, city and country
underneath,

Remember that your handprint must withstand
wind and rain on the Test Site fence, We recommend
against Faper cardboard or non-fast colors,

Mail your handiwork to the address below, to reach
usbyFebruar 20, 1988, We'll take it to join thousands
of other hands in Nevada,

(4

IN MAy, 1987,

THESE Six WOMEN HIKED
INTO THE NEVADA TEST SITE.
IN JuLy,

THEY WERE SENTENCED
To Six MONTHS IN JAIL.

Now,
DoN'TYou FEEL SAFER?

Donna, Jabe, Laura, Naneki, Paula and Trish spent four
days h|kmg toward Ground Zero. They did it to point up
the real dangers in nuclear weapons testing. Today, they're
behind bars In Nevada

They need to know you're with them. Write them today,
in care of the Rocky Mountain Peace Center, PO. Box 1156-U,
Boulder, CO 80306, and let them know they're not alone.
4| They can really use your support.

The Rocky Mountain Peace Center is dedicated to educa-
tion and action in the tradition of nonviolence. We welcome
your queries, tax-deductible donations and participation in
our programs.,
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waste waste waste ..

Frances Moore Lappé

Murycrcsl College is pleased 1o bring to our
campus Frances Moare Lappé, wha is the author of
the best-selling classic Diet for a Small Planet. She is
also a lecturer and co-founder of the internationally
recognized Institute for Food andi Development Policy.
M&. Lappé's research and writing un world hunger
hus made her one of the most respected critics on food
1880es in the country,

Mz, Lappé begun her carcer as u social worker in
a Philudelphia ghetto. Frustrated at her inubility 10 get
to the rin causes of the needless sulfering she. saw
there. Ms. Luppé begun i life-long quest 1o
understind the roots of poverty and hunger and 10 use
this knowledge to help end workd hunger.

M. Lapp€s first book, Diet for a Small Plunet,
wits a three-million- copy bestseller and was translated
into six languages. Published by Batlantinc
Books in 1971, Dier for a Small Planet awakened a
whole new generation 10 the way our food ties us 10
the world economy -- and how individuals can begin
o work for solutions to world hunger.

Six yours luter, Ms. Lappé und Mr Juseph Collins
wrote Fiod Flrst: Beyond the Myth of Scarcity,
published by Houghton Milllin und Ballantine Books,
Their book proved that hunger and poverty are not
incvitable, but the result of an ever-increasing
concentration of control over food-producing
resources.

M. Luppds anticles and interviews have appeared
in duzens ol publications, ranging from NEWSPReIs
and’ popular magazines, 10 seholirly journals ind
development periodicals. In 1986 Grove Press
published Ms Lappé's, World Hunger: 12 Myihs, a
completely new and updated analysis of hunger, its
causes and remedies.

Myth: There's Not Enough Food
Fact: The world produces enough grain to provide
cvery human being with 3,600 calorics a day.

Myth: Nature's T Blume

Fuct: In Ethiopia's famine, drought affected only a
third of the furmland. And while food outpul
had already declined prior t the drought, coffee
exports had been climbing.

Myth: There Are Too Many Mouths To Feed

Fact: India is home 0 4 third of the world's hungry
peaple, bul its population density relative 1o
furmland is twice as favorable as that of its
neighbor China. Yet, in China, hunger has been
almost conyuered.

Myth: Food vs. Our Environment

Fact: A trade-off between protecting the
cnvironment and producing needed food is
not incvitable. Environmentally sound
agricultural alternativs can be more productive
than environmentally destructive ones,

Myth: Free Trade Is The Answer

Fact: Only ubout 15 percent of the value of their
exports stays within third world countries; 85
percent goes o banks, processors, and traders
in the industrial countries.

Myth: Justice vs. Production

Fact: Fortunately, there need not be a trade-off
between ¢ more just food system and increasing
production, The unjust food production systems
dominated by a few big landowners are often the
most inctticient. Small farmers achieve four (0
five times greater output per acre than big
growers, Wealthy landowners ofien leave much
of their productive lund unused. In Central
America, lor example, the largest landowners
cultivate only 14 pereent of their land

ouOp aq ued ]|

Both the House and Senate

Reduction, Recycling Act proposed

by Debbie Melster

Each American throws away an aver-
age of three pounds of solld waste each
day. In the Twin Citles metro area one
week's worth of solld waste is enough to
fill the Metrodome two times.

Instead of shifting the problem of land-
fills and groundwater contamination to in-
cInerators and air pollution and toxic ash,
we need 1o look at a comprehensive way
Lo reduce the amount of material that
needs to be landfilled or incinerated.

The Waste Reduction and Recycling Act is
proposed legislation that will take a com-
prehensive approach to our solid waste
crisis. It will be introduced this session In
the Minnesota Legislature. The objectives
of the bill are:

l. To provide every citizen in the
state with an opportunity to recycle, by
having curbside pick-ups or drop-off sites
which at a minimum accept three
materials. :

2. To establish a 10-cent deposit (30
cents on one liter or more) on malt and
carbonated beverage contalners, which is
refunded when the empty container is re-
turned. Containers will be redeemed at
licensed redemption centers, dedlers (re-
tallers) or reverse vending machines,

3. To remove yard waste from land-
fills by 1992.

4. To establish a recycling fee on cer-
tain packages and containers. Exempted

from this fee are food and medication pac-
kages, deposit contalners and any pac-
kages both made of recycled materials
and capable of being recycled. As parts of
the litter stream, fast food and carry-out
food contalners and those contalning
wine or alcoholic beverages would notbe
exempt.

5. To label plastic packages by the
type of plastic, so they can be more easily
segregated for recycling.

6. To prohibit plastic “cans,” food
packaging of polyvinyl chloride (PVC) and
nonblodegradable six-pack connectors.
The “cans” cause problems with recycling,
PVCs produce dloxins (a cancer-causing
agent) when incinerated and six-pack
connectors endanger wildlife.

7. To raise money for waste reduc-

tlon and recycling programs through
collection of unclaimed beverage con-
tainer deposits and the recycling fee on
packaging.
In the meantime, what can you do? Recy-
cle, Buy products that have less packaging
or that come In recyclable containers.
Avolid plastic packages and containers-
they are not easily recycled. Compost
yard waste and organic materlals. And by
all means, tell your legislators that you
want comprehensive solid-waste manage-
ment legislation to pass.

Debbie Meister is BLOCC (Block Leader
Omganizing for Community Concerns)
Coordinator for the District 14 Commun-
ity Counctl in St. Paul,

and the buffering capacity of
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Environmentansts criticize Keagan
administration’s acid rain findings

Michael Oppenheimer,

whose

Environment Committees have
been working on clean air
legislation. Progress seems to be
occwring at a slow and un-
controversial pace. In addition,
the Reagan administration's
Nalional Assessment Program
on Acid Precipitation (NAPAP)
has concluded that acid rain is

,causing little damage lo lakes

and forests. Environmentalists
have criticised this organization
that has spent $100 million
studying the effects of acid
precipitation on the environment
since 1980. Findings that gave
generaled controversy include:
(1) NAPAP found only limited
aquatic damage in the Northeast
and negligable damage in the
Southeast and other regions of
the country, because the report
only included watersheds acidie
enough to kill sport fish and not
other aquatic wildlife. Small
lakes, those with a pH above 5.0,

some lakes was totally ignored
by the report. As a result, in
most areas, the number of lakes
and the degree of effect is at
least two to three times greater
than noted by NAFPAP,

(2) Acid rain is a prime
suspect in the mysterious
problem of forest “dieback”, a
critical problem in easlern
forests, NAPAP ignored any
studies on this problem in their
finding—and  predicting—little
damage Lo forests caused by acid
precipitation.

(3) Based on three dublous
assumptions, the report lound
that 502 emissions have
decreased aver the past 12 years
and will not grow substantially in
the future,

Tom MeMillan, Canadian
Environment Minister, called
the report *'voedoo science, Dy,

work with the Environmental
Defense Fund established one of
the earliest scientific evidence
linking sulfur emissions with
acidic  deposition, termed
NAPAP's conclusion that acid
rain causes little damage to
forests a '‘startling mis-
representation'’.

Even if the report were ac-
curate concerning damage in the
United States, it still fails to
address our inlernational
responsibilities, and our
relationships with such neigh-
bors as Canada are in serious
Jeopardy, We have to keep on top
of these issues, regardless of how
long it takes. For further in-
formation on this issue, contact
Daniel Weiss or Blake Early,
Sierra”  Club Washington
Representatives, (202) 547-1141,
And as usual, do not let your
representatives think that your
Intérest has waned,
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“ In the fall of 1985 the US Air force built a 300-foot radio tower on 15.5 acres of
prime lowa farm land. A component of the Ground Wave Emergency Network (GWEN)
this tower is meant to be used after electromagnetic pulse and radioactivity black out
conventional communi cations in the first minutes of a nuclear exchange. GWEN will
allow the government to keep fighting World War Three after most of us are dead.

NOON VIGIL
GWEN TOWER
2 miles east of Mechanicsville on hiway 30

SATURDAY
FEBRUARY 20

1:30 pm VIDEO PROGRAM
in the meeting room of Doc & Jo's

L [ .
> This Cedar County farmland brings more
,// ++——money from GWEN rental than it would o
# S\ |.—== under cultivation.

= to and from S.A.C., headquarters
of the Joint Strategic Target

| Planning Staff, selectors of tarp,al‘.s’.:.m!.
for nuclear weapons. e
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SEALL 35 MILES TO | IhEW

Ending the Silence a 30 minute documentary about nonviolent civil disobedience to
try and stop a farm forclosure in Harlan, lowa

Freedom's Price a 30 minute documentary about nonviolent civil disobedience
at Strategic Air Command headquarters near Omaha, Nebraska

FARM S N OT A RMS

Come watch 2 videos and learn the connections. The coffee’s on us!

Eastern lowa Peace Alliance, P.O. Box 2906, lowa City, lowa 52244



The Chinese Zodiac consists of a
12 ysat cycle, each yoar ol which is
namad after-a diffelent animal that
imparts distinc characteristics lo
its year. Many Chinese bellev that
the year ol a person’s birlh i the
primary lactor In delermining that
parson’ personplity trails, physical
and montal aitnibutes and degree
ol succenss and happinoss (hrotghs
oul s litetime.: To learm aboul your
Animal Sign, lind Ihe year ol your
irth among the 1 m%r‘;s running
amund the barder, Il born belore
1936, add 12 to the year you were
born to flind your, year.
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THE YEAR OF THE DRAGON

RAGON-year people are healthy and enerpetic
D:nd at the same time excirable, lrmr. pered
and teribly swbbom. These are, of course,
typical atributes for the dragon-year person. However,
dragon-year people are honest. sensitive, and brave and
can inspire trust in almost everyone. They are the most
cccentric of any in the cycle. They don't like to borrow
maney, or to make complimentary or flowery speeches.
Yet they are sincere in what they, say, and their opinions
are vahd. They are capable of daing good work and
devoring themselves 1o good works. But they can be
Just 35 arrang In devating themselves toevil. They are
quite salthearted and are taken in by any sort of line.
This gives other people teémendous, advantage over
them. Dragon people worry a greac deal, and for no
goad reason They are not prone to marry early, and in
same <ases not ak alle This may aceoune for their
lonclnessin cheir old age. Yec other people love therm.
Diragon-barn peaple are somewhat fastidious. This
makes i racher difficult fae them i the fiese phase of
theie life. Dunng the second phase, their foraines
will be like waves, and in the final phase, they will ar
lass have peace and conrentmont, Dragan peaple do have
big mouths and, when excited, say a2 grear deal they
duni’s mean. bur normally they are not gossipers. Men
bom i the dragon year are also considerod fortunare,
for thy dragan represenc the greares celeatial powerand
1 anenlithe twa most benefieial aseralogical influenecs
The diagon symbalizes life and growth and s said 10
bring the five blesings: riches, harmany, virtue, lon-
gevity, and fimshing the alloved Life span.
The best marniage for the dragon-year person would
be with a person bom in the year of the rat, smake, mon-
key, or cock. Next best would be one born in the tger,

. horse, sheep, or boar year, A bad macriage would be with

one born in the ox, rabbit, or dragon year. The worst
would be with one born in the year of the dog,



