Eastern Iowa Copy Exchange

Calendar

April 18 ....... GWEN Vigil at high noon, and lasting 1/2 hour, 2 miles east
of Mechanicsville, on highway 30, Weather permitting there will be a
picnic afterward at the Mechanicsville city park. Bring a salad, or
sandwiches, or drinks.

April 24 ....... A Benefit Concert, featuring Georganne Cassat, harpist,
is to be held at 7:30 PM at the Unitarian Society, 10 South Gilbert in Iowa
City. Donations at the door will go toward financing Martie Olson's trip
to the USSR for the American Soviet Walk in early summer (see inside.)
Cassat will be joined by Diane Pepetone who will do Writings and Voice.
Following the event, a desert reception will include viewing of the Academy
Award winning short documentary, "Women for America, for the World."

May 1 ...cuiinnnn A Commedy show and art fest will help finance Patty Ankrums
trip to the USSR for the American Soviet Walk this summer., Featured will
be a "Roast Patty" program in which people will revile Patty for past
misdeeds. As part of the show Patty and others will sing. An art show
and aucton will follow, featuring works by local artists. The event will
take place at 7:30 at the Bob Campagna house, 1560 Old Hwy 30 W, Abbe
Gallery, Mt. Vernon

May 8 vivvunnnnn The Waubeek Trackers will make a cameo appearance in 0Old
Brick, Iowa City, at 8:00 PM, along with other well known midwest artists.
(Stay tuned to find out who will be playing.) This also is a fund faiser
for Patty's trip to the USSR,

ED NOTE: Patty Ankrum, who is well known as a member of the Waubeek
Trackers, needs to raise $1000 by April 24, and another $1000 by May 15.
She will be singing to children in the USSR and will record Russian
songs for use in this country. Her phone is 364-1345,

May 15 ........ Rebecca Rosenbaum will present a slide show and talk about
her experiences in Nicaragua at the Agudas Achim at 8:15 PM,
Rebecca went to Nicaragua with a Jewish Delegation for the Witness for
Peace last month., The Synagogue is located at 602 East Washington in Iowa
City,

May 30 - 31 ... The Mobilization for Survival will hold their Midwest Meeting
in Jowa City. Saturday a vigil is scheduled at the Mechanicsville GWEN
site, to be followed by a talk by Ms Barber from the No-GWEN Coalition in
Amherst to take place at a yet to be scheduled time at the Iowa City Public
Library. Sunday's events will take place at the Wesley House.

Phone Karen Kubby at 338-1321.

The Eastern Iowa Copy Exchange appears in your

Mailbox at odd intervals, and features matters Circulation ... 188
of concern to you. Written and financial

input are required to keep us going. Stamps Labor Donated

alone cost $40 this month, Please write to:

Franklin Seiberling, 199 6th Street #1,
Coralville, IA 52241,
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THE CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR

By Norman Cousins

HEN President Ronald Reagan

first asked for $6 billion for his

“star wars"” program, his main
argument was that it was purely defen-
sive and could be a breakthrough in
advancing the national security. By way
of underlining the peaceful significance of
these antimissile space stations, the Presi-
dent said he was willing to share the new
technology with the Russians.

Now comes the administration asser-
tion it has reliable evidence that the Rus-
sians have perceived the devastating of-
fensive capabilities of star wars and that
we have no choice except to proceed with
the Strategic Defense Initiative, as it is
formally known, lest the Russians get
there first.

ing this statement is a genuine
reflection of the President’s position, it is
reasonable to ask three questions:

o First, why should it have come as a
surprise to the President that SDI is po-
tentially the most devastating offensive
weapon in the entire arsenal of modern
warfare?

@ Second, why should we assume that
any military device we are capable of
making is beyond the military capability
of the Russians?

@ Third, if star wars in the hands of the
Russians represents a grave threat to
United States security, why didn't the
President take advantage of the opportu-
nity offered at the Iceland summit to
bring a halt to SDI development in both
oountries?

Let us hover over these questions.

First, the offensive potentiality of star
wars was pointed out by military scien-
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The saga of SDI: Ike was right

tists from the start in response to the
President’s flat assertion that the system
was entirely defensive. These scientists
explained that lasers on space vehicles
could produce vast firestorms on cities
below, making them even more efficient
in destroying population centers than the
nuissiles they were intended to intercept.
An article in the January issue of Physics
and Society points out that, apart from
the immediate effects of laser attacks, the
levels of smoke generated by massive
fires could lead to subfreezing tempera-
tures that would jeopardize the earth’s
ecosystems.

Second, with respect to Soviet military
scientific capability: Each time we devel-
oped a new weapon, efforts were made to
anticipate the problems caused by yet
another escalation of the arms race. And
each time, the Pentagon contended that
the Soviets were either scientifically in-
capable of doing the same or that we had
2 lead that we couldn’t afford to surren-
der. Shortly after the atomic bomb ex-
ploded over Hiroshima, Gen. Leslie R.
Groves, military head of the US Manhat-
tan Project that developed the atomic
bomb, declared it would take the Soviet
Union 20 years to make its own nuclear
weapons, if indeed it could make them at
all. General Groves opposed the efforts of
American nuclear scientists who urged
the US to seek agreements to head off an
atomic armaments race.

Again, the US was first to develop in-
tercontinental ballistic missiles. Scientists
and others recognized that ICBMs in the
hands of the Soviet Union would repre-
sent a serious threat to US security. But
attempts failed to persuade the US to try
to negotiate a halt in ICBM development.
It became obvious that those who bene-

e -
;’;.,_»._'—— £d

@
X

44VYiS ~ NHOH A3y

It appears Eisenhower was
correct. The weapons mer-
chants have an open channel
to the US Treasury and have no
intention of letting go.
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fited from the production of these weap-
ons were successful in forestalling efforts
to slow the arms race. President Eisen-
hower’s direct experience with these
pressures figured in his warning to the
American people about the combined
power of the arms manufacturers, the
military scientists, and the generals.

The third question concerns the pres-
ent report from Washington that the Rus-
sians have perceived the offensive capa-
bilities of star wars. Why should the

Russians know more about star wars than
the President? And, if the President was
not uninformed about the nature of lasers
in space, why did he assure the American
people that SDI was purely defensive?

All three questions have a bearing on
the dangers to the security of the Amer-
ican people - represented not just by a
runaway arms race but also by the prodi-
gious strain on their economy. As an im-
mediate matter, these questions spill over
into the chances for effective negotiations
with the Russians on arms control.

George Shultz, in reporting on the Ice-
land summit, said we could have had 2
cormaprehensive agreement if we had bern
willing to include star wars in the arms
control package. The President claimed
credit for his unwillingness to put star
wars on the bargaining table at Iceland. A
few months earlier, however, he had
asked for authorization to proceed with
star wars, on grounds he needed it as a
bargaining chip in the summit negotia-
tions.

Are we to assume that the President
believes the American people have lost
their memory? Or did his statements come
off the same spool as his contradictory
assertions about the Iranian-contra epi-
sode? Are government statements to be
regarded as a way of skirting the facts?

More and more, it appears that Presi-
dent Eisenhower was correct. The weap-
ons merchants have a strong hold on US
policy. They have an open channel to the
US Treasury and have no intention of

letting go.
Norman Cousins is a professor of
medical humanities at the University
of California, and former editor of
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by Lois Barber

“Out of sight, out of mind” defines a persistent
problem for peace activists. It's difficult to get
people to recognize and respond to the threat
when the beast is nowhere to be seen. And most
nuclear weapons systems are just that—either
buried in silos, concealed on military bases,
hidden on submarines, or placed in foreign
countries. The policies the weapons represent
are kept equally out of sight: bound up in
unintelligible reports, camouflaged in jargon,
buried in committees, and classified behind
closed doors,

But .once in a while the nature of the beast
‘requires some visible evidence of its existence,
some protuberance that calls attention to the
unseen. GWEN's appearance on the American
landscape is just such a tell-tale physical sign of a

largely unknown Pentagon policy that threatens

us all, @
}

GWEN Explained

Ground Wave Emergency Network, or GWEN
towers, each 300 feet tall with a strobe light on
top, are hard to'miss. They're popping up all over
America in predominantly rural communities, or,
as one Under Secretary of Defense referred to

them in congressional testimony, “the boonies.”
GWEN is an Air Force communication system

linking sensor sites, command centers, and land-

based nuclear forces. It is designed to go into
effect only after nuclear war begins. It is a key
element in the Pentagon’s preparations to fight
and prevail in a protracted nuclear war.

Phase I of GWEN, called the “initial operational
capabilities” stage, involved building fewer than
a dozen towers, mainly in the Midwest, to test the
system. Phase II, currently in progress, calls for
the completion of 56 towers scattered across the
country. Phase III will bring the total number of
towers to 127, connected in a web-like grid across

Lois Barber was co-director of the GWEN Project for two

years. She is currently co-director of the 20/20 Vision
National Project.

the countryside. Each tower costs $1.4 million;
the entire program is projected to cost $1 billion.
The Pentagon expects that GWEN will gurvive
and endure in a nuclear war by virtue of the
“proliferation”—sheer number—of towers. A re-
cently declassified Defense Science Board report
succinctly expresses the Pentagon'’s assessment of
proliferated communication systems. “We must
provide facilities that we expect to be destroyed.
We know that if we start out with only a few, we
will likely wind up with none. If we start out with
many, a few will remain—but we cannot predict
which ones.” A resident near a tower site in North
Carolina cut to the heart of the feeling on the
receiving end: “Asking a scommunity to be a
GWEN site is asking it to sign a suicide pact.”

The People Fight Back

Grassroots opposition to GWEN first appeared
in late 1984 when the Air Force began building a
GWEN tower in Amherst, Massachusetts. Resi-
dents immediately asked their local officials to
invite a representative of the Air Force to provide
information and answer questions. Meanwhile,
residents did their own research and learned
about the true purpose of GWEN—and the policy
behind it—from articles written by William Arkin,
of the Institute for Policy Studies. This" initial
questioning laid the groundwork for what has
become a successful nationwide education and
opposition campaign.
-The GWEN Project, co-directed for the past two
years by myself and Nancy Foster, both of
Amherst, has developed a national “No-GWEN”
network. The growing opposition, though geo-
graphically diverse (with 40 GWEN-threatened
sites in 20 states), has been effectively focused on
the policy the towers stand for. The GWEN Project
encourages an inquiry approach, letting questions
lead the way to an informed opposition. Residents:
have called for local public hearings at 11 GWEN
sites from Castine, Maine, to Biggs, California,
and Greenville, North Carolina, to Mequon,
Wisconsin.

SANE World
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These hearings bring high-level Pentagon and
Air Force officials face-to-face with local residents
in town halls and public libraries. The military
representatives present a narrow view of GWEN
to the public. They omit mentioning protracted
nuclear war and, when questioned, deny it is the
scenario GWEN is intended for. They repeatedly
fall back on the claim used to justify almost every
escalation in the arms race, that GWEN is needed
to “enhance deterrence.” To counter such omis-

sions and misinformation, the public hearings

have provided equal time to those who oppose
GWEN. The public has heard the facts about
GWEN's role in our nation’s nuclear war-fighting
plans from speakers from the Center for Defense
Information, the Institute for Policy Studies, and
the GWEN project.

Following these hearings, protests from citizens
and elected officials have led the Air Force to
reject or reconsider five sites for the towers:
Ambherst and Barre, Massachusetts; Sherman and
Castine, Maine; and Eugene, Oregon.

&
GWEN in the Courts

The Air Force is also facing challenges in the
courts. The county commissioners of Lane County,
Oregon; the No-GWEN Alliances of Lane and Butte
counties, California; and the GWEN Project have
filed suit. The court action seeks to enjoin
construction of GWEN towers on the grounds that
the Air Force has failed to prepare an environ-
mental impact statement, or EIS, on the 56 tower
sites for the second phase of GWEN. The co-
plaintiffs claim that such an EIS must address the
environmental effects of GWEN towers in use—as
targets in a nuclear war. The case is on appeal in
the 9th Circuit Court of Appeals.

In response to public pressure, the Air Force
did announce in August 1986 that it will prepare
an EIS on the proposed third phase of GWEN.
SANE and the Natural Resources Defense Council
are among over 20 groups that gave submissions

to'the Air Force as part of the EIS scoping
process.

d \ W ®
J/
' /
b s g ¥ e
The GWEN Project has also coordinated a
successful lobbying campaign aimed at cutting
off congressional funds for this dangerous and
wasteful system. Led by Sen. Mark Hatfield (R-OR)
and Rep. Silvio Conte (R-MA),-Congress-voted to
cut Fiscal Year 1987 procurement funds for GWEN
by 66%—from a requested $97 million down to §33
million. Exact figures aren’t known yet, but the
Air Force is requesting more money for GWEN in
the FY 88 budget. Despite cuts to funding, the Air
Force is planning to proceed with Phase IIT of the
program. y
Each GWEN tower is a visible manifestation of
the Pentagon'’s belief that a nuclear war'.can be
controlled. When leaders believe that, nuclear
war becomes more “thinkable” and thus more
likely. Their delusions could lead gb the destruc-
tion of everything we care about defending,

W

WHAT YOU CAN DO i
Let your congressional representatives
know that you think the’ GWEN program
is the right place for’a budget cut. All
funding for GWEN should be eliminated.
The GWEN Project encourages individ-
ual citizens and groups to contact their
local officials, Governor, Representatives,
and Senators, alert them to GWEN, and
ask to be notified immediately if the
. elected representatives become aware of
 plans for GWEN in their area. It is
important that citizens take the initiative
to learn about these plans as garly in the

process as possible. P

Concerned citizens should also obtain
a draft of the GWEN environmental
impact statement, which is expected to
be released in the spring of this year.

For the latest information on possible
GWEN tower sites and on how .you can
set up a No-GWEN alliance in your area,
contact the GWEN Project, Box 135, Am-
herst, MA 01004.
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WASHINGTON TALK

Contra Drug Inquiry Stirs Growing Interest

By KEITH SCHNEIDER
Special to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, Feb. 23 — Last
June the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee took interest in an inquiry
its members knew was sensitive,

Investigators working for one com-
mittee member, Senator John Kerry,
Democrat of Massachusetts, said
they had found witnesses and uncov-
ered evidence that suggested a pri-
vate network had been organized by
the National Security Council and the
Central Intelligence Agency to pro-
vide military equipment to the insur-
gents in Nicaragua,

The investigators sald they be-
lleved the same network was also in-
volved in shipping cocaine and mari-
juana back to the United States, with
the possibility that the profits were
then used to obtain still more arms
for the insurgents, known as contras.

Since then, the White House has ac-
knowledged the existence of the pri-
vate ald network.

But Federal law-enforcement offi-
cials say that any contentions that the
private contra supply network was in-
volved in an organized effort to smug-
gle narcotics into Florida and other
Gulf Coast states are absolutely with-
out foundation, f

Still, the rumors and allegations
have persisted. And about 10 days ago
the Foreign Relations Committee
took over the investigation and hired
a special counsel to direct it. He is
Jack Blum, a 46-year-old Washington
lawyer who has had much investiga-

Is the connection
real? Or was it
concocted after the
Iran affair broke?

i as attorney for the Interna-
al Center for Development Poli-

That group, which opposes the Rea-
gan Administration's program in
Central America, provided the funds
for a joint investigation of the contras
ith Senator Kerry's staff.
hat is more, the ForeigpJefd-
tion5 Semmgpiltes e g brily Con-
gressional body interested in the mat-
ter, Two other committees, the House
Judiciary Subcommittee on Crime
and the special Senate committee in-
vestigating the Iran-contra affair, are
]

now investigating reputed ties among
drug traffickers, Administration offi-
cials and these who helped contra
forces In Central America.

Further, the Tower Commission
appointed by President Reagan to in-
vestigate the National Security Coun-
cil has studied the allegations and is
expected to discuss them in a report
it is close to completing.

According to Mr, Blum, the evi-
dence accumulated thus far by Sena-
tor Kerry's staff leads to at least one
significant conclusion. ‘“The contras
and the contra network, its infra-
structure, have been involved in the
cocaine trade and in trafficking into
southern Florida,” he said.

Officials Are Dismayed

The activity’ by Senator Kerry's
staff and the other Congressional
groups has dismayed law enforce-
ment officials in Washington and
Miami, where the drug trafficking
network is believed to be based. The
allegations of the activity, say law en-
prcement officials, have come from

awgnall group of convicted drug traf-
W5 In South Florida who never
ed contras or the White
ntil the Iran-contra affair
November.
E story about drug smuggling
e contras was placed into the
5 of Congressional Investigators
Py convicted traffickers,” said Billy
Yout, a speclal agent in Miami with
the Drug Enforcement Administra-
tion.

The New York Times/Paul Hosefros
Jack Blum, special counsel to the Senate Foreign Relations Committee.

‘“These individuals are selling a
story to Congress and to the media
that they lave coicocled to have
their sentences reduced or to have
their cases dismissed,”” he said.
““They had plenty of opportunities to
tell their story in court and none of
them did.”

The Congressional committees are
also studying complaints by Federal
lawyers that the Administration took
action to impede narcotics investiga-
tions and prosecutions in Miami that
could have led to the discovery of the
private contra aid network.

Leon Kellner, the United States At-
torney in Miami, has denied time and
again that his office encountered any
effort to obstruct drug investigations
and prosecutions.

‘“‘We take drug prosecutions ex-
temely seriously,’’ said Ana Barnett,
an Assistant United States Attorney
in Miami, ''No one in the Department
of Justice or the Administration or
any other official body has ever
sought to impede or interfere with a
drug prosecution. And if the day
should come that somebody comes
forward with evidence of this, we will
pursue it.”

Despite the denials, the Senate For-
eign Relations Committee, and its
chairman, Senator Claiborne Pell, a
Democrat from Rhode Island, are
pressing ahead.

“We want to find out for ourselves
whether there is anything to these al-
legations; we are looking at the ma-

terial that Kerry has and seeing
where that leads us,”’ said Jer
Christianson, the committee's staff
director. ‘“The starting point is the
contra drug running. There may be
other issues that come up that sug-
gests some other tralls we may want
to look into, We want to give in-
creased attention to this issue.”

The man hired to direct the investi-
gation, Mr. Blum, formerly repre-
sented independent gasoline market-
ers in Washington and is no stranger
to sensitive Senate investigations.

From 1972 to 1976 he was an inves-
tigator and assoclate counsel for the
Senate Foreign Relations Subcom-
mittee on Multinational Corporations.
Among the principal conclusions the
subcommittee reached was that the
ITT Corporation tried to influence the
outcome of elections in Chile in 1972,
The subcommittee also discovered
that the Lockheed Corporation was
bribing foreign officials to promote
the sales of its products,

A Woman Called Wanda Doe

The Justice Department has also
accused Senator Kerry's staff of in-
terfering in an F.B.1. investigation by
questioning & woman the Justice De-
partment calls Wanda Doe.

According to an F.B.l. spokesman
in Miami, the witness was employed
for a short time last summer as a
confidential informant and proved to
be ‘‘reliable.” But the spokesman
said he could neither confirm nor
deny the credibility of information
about drug smuggling and the con-
tras that the witness has told Con-
gressional fnvestigators.,

The witness has told the Congres-
sional investigators that she saw air-
planes owned by Southern Air Trans-
port land in Barranquilla, Colombia,
unload weapons and load cocaine.
Southern Air provided planes for
cargo shipments to the contras, and
flight records show that some of the
planes made trips to Central America
and Colombia. But Southern Air offi-
clals have denied that the planes
were used for drug trafficking.

Mr. Blum says he believes that as
the investigation progresses, other
witnesses, including retired Drug En-
forcement Administration agents,
and retired intelligence agents, will
come forth to verify that links be-
tween the contra supply network and
drug trafficking existed.

He also says he believes the story
might spread from Central America
into other Federal agencies and t
other continents. .

""We've learned enough so far to
take a very careful look,” he said.
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